Appendix J Supplemental Chapter 5 Attachments

ATTACHMENT J-6

NEWSLETTERS

This attachment contains copies of newsletters and brochures distributed by RCTC
over the course of the project to provide the public information on the project and the
status of the technical studies and the environmental process. (22 pages)

Mid County Parkway Final EIR/EIS and Final Section 4(f) Evaluation
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RCTC MODIFIESTHE MID COUNTY
PARKWAY PLANS

In response to comments received from the public on the Draft Environmental Impact Report/
Environmental Impact Statements for the proposed Mid County Parkway (MCP), the Riverside
County Transportation Commission (RCTC) took action on July 8, 2009 to focus the project
limits to the portion between [-215 and SR-79. This newsletter provides more information on
this action as well as next steps for the project.

WHY ISTHE MID COUNTY PARKWAY

PROJECT CHANGING?

In October 2008, a Draft Environmental Impact Report/Environmental
Impact Statement (Draft EIR/EIS) was released evaluating the alternatives for
the Mid County Parkway, a proposed 32-mile corridor designed to stretch from
San facinto through Perris to Corona.to meet regional transportation needs
through 2035. The Draft EIR/EIS compiled environmental studies analyzing
the effects of the alternatives on the human and natural environment. Public
information open houses and public hearings were held in October and
November 2008 to collect comments on the Draft EIR/EIS.

Public and stakeholder input is a critical part of the environmental
process. Comments submitted on the Draft EIR/EIS raised environmental and
community concerns regarding the portion of the project between I-15
and |-215 and funding concerns about the entire project. These comments
have helped us focus the project so we can make the best use of limited
transportation dollars while addressing the most immediate traffic needs. The:
Mid County Parkway project is now a proposed |6-mile transportation corridor to relieve local
and regional traffic congestion in the San Jacinto and Perris areas and surrounding Riverside County
communities,

Focusing on the eastern stretch of the Mid County Parkway between 1-215 and SR-79 will
allow RCTC to make the best use of limited transportation dollars while providing
immediate traffic and safety benefits where they are needed most. Modifying this project will
allow RCTC to move more quickly to provide improvements where the need is greatest and
avoid time-consuming delays tied to environmental constraints and community challenges
affecting the portion of the original project proposed between I-15 and 1-215,

The modified project does not eliminate the need for a future
route that will one day connect I-15 to. |-215, as identified
as a part of the Community Environmental Transportation
Acceptability Process (CETAP). RCTC is maintaining that
long term vision but RCTC is focusing its near term
project approval efforts on the vitally needed eastern
I6 miles between 1-215 and SR-79.

Riverside County Trarsporiation Commission
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- WHAT HAPPENS NEXT"’

RCTC and its partners, the Federal H:ghway Administration
(FHWA) and Caltrans, will revise existing studies and prepare
_ supplemental studies to address the changes to the Mid County
* Parkway project. A Recirculated Draft EIR/Supplemental Draft

EIS will be prepared to describe the modifications to the project,
summarize potential impacts and describe measures to avoid,

minimize, or mitigate adverse effects.

The Recirculated Draft EIR/Supplemental Draft EIS will be
released for a 45-day public review period. FHWA, Caltrans, and

RCTC will hold additional public hearlngs durlng th:s Feview

period and the public and reviewing agencies will be able to
submit verbal andfor written comments in response to the
modified project. Additional details on how to submit comments
will be announced closer to release of the modified documents.

RCTC and its partners will review and consider all of the
comments received from the public and reviewing agencies
before any action on a final project is taken.

WHAT ISTHE SCHEDULE FORTHE MID COUNTY PARKWAY PROJECT?

- f you have comments or quest : 'ns about the:M:d County Parkwa)r, call us.at 95] 787-7[4[ emaal us at our websute
at www. mldcountyparkwayorg or write to: Ms. Cathy. Bechtel RCTC _PO Box 1 2008 ' Rwers;de- CA 92502-2208
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WHAT ISTHE MID COUNTY
PARKWAY PROJECT?

The Mid County Parkway project is a proposed
[6-mile transportation corridor designed to relieve
local and regional traffic congestion between the
cities of San Jacinto and Perris and surrounding
Riverside County communities. The corridor was
identified as part of the Riverside County Integrated
Project (RCIP), a regionwide planning effort to
ensure mobility and protect the environment and
quality of life as our area continues to grow.

WHY ISTHE MID COUNTY
PARKWAY NEEDED?

. In western Riverside County, another east-west
‘transportation link such as the Mid County Parkway
.is essential to reduce congestion and maintain and
~ enhance the quality of life. The Mid County Parkway

will prowde logical’ connections with north-south

1 corrldors mc!udang the SR-79 and the I-2l5 I will

. -also provade more: convenlent access to multlmodal___ :
us nd rail fac:illtles m the crcy of Pems mcludlng'-.--

WHAT’S NEXT FORTHE
MID COUNTY PARKWAY PROJECT?

The studies for the Mid County Parkway are now complete. The
Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report/Supplemental
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (Recirculated Draft EIR/
Supplemental Draft EIS} describes alternatives for the project,
the impacts from each of the alternatives, and the proposed

avoidance,  minimization  and/or  mitigation = measures
for these impacts. During the public circulation of the
environmental document, the studies are available on-line at
www.midcountyparkway.org and at a number of public libraries
and government offices (see page 4).

An open house style public hearing on the Recirculated Draft EIR/
Supplemental Draft EIS is scheduled for February 20, 2013. There
will be no formal presentation at this meeting, however, the public
is invited to make oral comments to a court reporter. Written
comments will be accepted at the meeting and throughout the
public comment period ending on March 11, 2013.

February 20 20I3 5: 00_ 8: 00p m..
“lakeside. Mlddle School
27720 Walnut Street Perns CA 9257!

After comments are received from the publiic and the participat-
ing agencies, FHWA, Caltrans,and RCTC will prepare a Final EIR/EIS.
The Final EIR/EIS will include responses to the comments received
on the Recirculated Draft EIR/Supplemental Draft EIS.



ALTERNATIVE 4 MODIFIED:
NORTH PERRIS (DRAIN)

" ALTERMATIVE 5 MODIFIED:
SOUTH PERRIS (RIDER STREET)|

COMMON TO ALL i

A

"~ ALTERNATIVE 9 MODIFIED: |
PLACENTIA AVENUE
(@@&598@69@@@@@)

50 o .

The alternatives for building the project all propose a divided
“highway with on and off ramps and three lanes in each direction.
‘There are also freeway-to-freeway type interchanges at I-215
and at SR-79.The |-215 will also be improved in the area to
avoid congestion as a result of the new connection.

All of the alternatives share a common alignment from
- Bvans Road to 5R-79, identified in green on the map above.
In areas where the alignment is located on the Ramona
 Expressway, the Ramona Expressway is replaced by the Mid
.. 'County Parkway. All of the alternatives also include two design
- variations: the San Jacinto River Bridge Design Variation and San
_ Jacinto North Design Variation.

Under the San Jacinto Bridge Design Variation, a different bridge
- configuration is considered at the San Jacinto River in the
~ Lakeview-Nuevo area. Under the San Jacinto North Design Variation,
“the route diverges from the proposed alignment near Warren
- Road and proceeds east approximately 1,000 feet north of the
~ existing Ramona Expressway.

The differences in the alternatives are shown on the map in
orange above and are described further below:

Alternative 4 Modified: North Perris (Drain) is
approximately [6.3 miles long and follows a northern alignment
through the city of Perris adjacent to the Perris Drain with an
approximately |.8-mile bridge along the Perris Valley Storm
Drain.

Alternative 5 Modified: South Perris (Rider Street) is
approximately 15.2 miles long and follows a central alignment
through the city of Perris along Rider Street.

Alternative 9 Modified: Placentia Avenue is
approximately 14.3 miles long and follows a southerly
alignment through the city of Perris along/near PlacentiaAvenue
and includes a depressed section approximately | mile long
between Barrett Avenue and Wilson Avenue.

MODIFICATIONS TO THE MID COUNTY PARKWAY PROJECT

In October 2008, a Draft EIR/EIS was released
evaluating the alternatives for the Mid County
Parkway, originally proposed as a 32-mile corridor
stretching from San Jacinto through Perris to Corona.
Public information open houses and public hearings
were held in October and November 2008 to
collect comments on the Draft EIR/EIS. Public
comments submitted on the Draft EIR/EIS raised
environmental and community concerns regarding the
portion of the project between |-15 and |-215.

These comments helped focus the project to
make the best wuse of Ilimited transportation
dollars while addressing the most immediate traffic
needs. In response to the comments, RCTC took action
on July 8, 2009 to reduce the length of the project and
focus improvements between 1-215 and SR-79. The
Mid County Parkway project is now a proposed [6-mife
transportation corridor intended to relieve local and
regional traffic congestion in the San Jacinto and Perris
areas and surrounding Riverside County communities.



The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) require agencies to
prepare environmental assessments of proposed projects with significant environmental effects and to circulate these documents -
to other agencies and the public before making decisions. The steps for each process are shown in the charts below.
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DEFINITION OF A PARKWAY:

A parkway is a divided highway with on and
off ramps. The “facility” is designed to freeway/

expressway standards as defined in Caltrans Highway
Design Manual (HDM).

The photo at right shows an example of what the
parkway may look like. The number of lanes for
the Mid County Parkway would be three in each
direction, and includes a wide open median.
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anvironmental studies for the
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'Caltrans DIStI‘lCt 8 : ':f

464 West 4th Street - Perris'Public lerary

'San Bernardlno, CA 9240! :::' o
- " Perris, CA 92570 '

'_FederaE Hnghway
.Admlmstrat:on '
650 Capitol Mall, Suite 4—100
Sacramento, CA 958I4 4708 _'

' For mdmduais with sensory dzsablhties, please
contact us to discuss availability of the Recirculated
Draft EIR/Supplemental Draft EIS in alternate formats.
Please call or write to:

Ms. Cathy Bechtel,

RCTC

PO. Box 12008

Riverside, CA 92502-2208

(951) 787-7 141

WHO CAN | CONTACT

ABOUTTHE

| MID COUNTY PARKWAY
PROJECT? |

500 Idyllwild Drive -
_ San jacmto, CA 92583

“ONI SWILSASING
aivd
FOVYISOd SN
ad.1Ss 14sHd

| MorenoValley, CA 92553
163 E. San jacmto Avenue

e San jacmto Publlc L;brary

“If you' have . comments “or questlons about the _'
] |d County Parkway, emall us. at our web5|te at__--.-‘ Sl

HOW AND WHEN WILL RCTC
ACQUIRETHE PROPERTY
NEEDED TO BUILD THE

MID COUNTY PARKWAY?

Right of way will be acquired close to the time of construction.
RCTC must follow public laws and processes to purchase the prop-
erty needed for the Mid County Parkway. Appraisals will be done
near the time of needed acquisition and fair market value for the
land will be offered. RCTC will work with the property owner to
reach a fair price.

WHO ARE THE AGENCIES
EVALUATING THE PROJECT
AND WHAT ARETHEIR ROLES?

At the local level, RCTC is the lead transportation agency. The
Federal Highway Administration (FHWWA) and the State of California
Department of Transportation (Caltrans) are the federal and state
transportation agencies.

Each agency has different responsibilities. RCTC is the lead agency
under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). FHWA
is the lead agency under the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA), in cooperation with Caltrans.

In addition, through the agency partnership agreement for the
project, Federal and State resource agencies have been involved in
the development of the alternatives and review of the environmental
studies.This cooperative effort meets the spirit of the Environmental
Streamlining Executive Order that came about as a result of the
Riverside County Integrated Project (RCIP), a regsonw;de p!anmng
effort to ensure moblllty and protect the enwronment -

u.s. Qupmmunt of Trans pmaljnn
w Fedrral nghway Admini
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